
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



259 

tional law ; and, secondly, the lack of a fixed and definite method of 
assuring the observance of the system. In this relation we are 
sometimes referred to various English and American decisions to the 
effect that the law of nations or international law is a part of the 
law of the land ; but this does not logically meet either of the diffi- 
culties to which I have adverted. In the first place, a very large 
proportion of what is embraced in our treatises on international law 
does not come and can not come within the sphere of judicial action ; 
and, in the second place, if a municipal court of last resort, deciding 
upon a question within the judicial sphere, lays down, voluntarily, 
or under legislative compulsion, a rule opposed to that which is 
generally received by nations, there is no direct method by which 
its action can be corrected. All that is left is an appeal to diplomacy, 
and the results of such an appeal may be altogether unsatisfactory. 

Is not some form of international organization, to insure the 
definite ascertainment and application of the rules of international 
law, within the bounds of possibility ? To a certain extent this end 
might be attained through changing the constitution and enlarging 
the powers of the Permanent Court of The Hague, so as to make 
it a permanent tribunal, always in session, and with effective 
jurisdiction as regards certain classes of questions. This would at 
least constitute a step towards the definite ascertainment and certain 
application of principles of international law. This is evidently a 
subject worthy of the consideration of the Second Hague Conference. 
By the adoption of the three conventions concerning laws and cus- 
toms of war on land, the conduct of maritime war, and the amicable 
settlement of international disputes, the First Hague Conference 
accomplished a great work for the advancement of international law. 
The achievement of the second conference wotild be even greater than 
that of the first, if it should provide a mode by which the principles 
of international law may be definitely ascertained and certainly 
applied in respect of cases as they arise. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

The Chairman. There is a little business to be performed, 
namely, under the laws of the Society " at every annual election 
candidates for all the offices to be filled by the Society at such 
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election shall be placed in nomination by a Nominating Committee 
of five members of the Society previously appointed by the Executive 
Council, except that the officers of the first year shall be nominated 
by a committee of three appointed by the chairman of the meeting 
at which this constitution shall be adopted." 

I will call upon Mr. Willoughby to report to the Society the 
nominations. 

Mr. Willoughby. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Society: 
Your Committee on Nominations beg to report the following nomi- 
nations for officers of the American Society of International Law 
for the year 1907 : 

President 
Hon. Elihu Eoot 
T ice-Presidents 
Chief Justice Fuller 
Justice David J. Brewer 
Justice William E. Day 
Hon. William H. Taft 
Hon. Andrew Carnegie 
Hon. Joseph H. Choate 
Hon. John W. Foster 
Hon. George Gray 
Hon. John W. Griggs 
Hon. W. W. Morrow 
Hon. Eichard Olney 
Hon. Oscar S. Straus 
Hon. Horace Porter 
For members of the Executive Council — 
To serve until 1910 : 

Hon. James B. Angell 
Hon. A. O. Bacon 
Hon. F. C. Partridge 
Hon. W. L. Penfield 
Prof. L. S. Eowe 
F. E. Coudert, Esq. 
Everett P. Wheeler, Esq. 
Hon. Andrew D. White 
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To serve until 1908, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
Hon. Robert R. Hitt: 

Hon. Eobert G-. Cousins 

[Signed] Robert Bacon 

Wm, A. Pbendebgast 
Theodoee S. Woolsey 
Charles B. Wabken 

W. W. WlLLOUGHBT 

The Chairman. What is the wish of the Society? 

Mr. Abmoub. Mr. Chairman, I move that the Secretary be 
instructed to cast one ballot for the candidates reported. 

[The motion was seconded, and, being put to the Society by the 
Chair, was carried.] 

The Chairman. Another clause of the Constitution is this : 

A limited number of persons not citizens of the United States and 
not exceeding one in any year, who shall have rendered distinguished 
service to the caxise which this Society is formed to promote, may be 
elected to honorary membership at any meeting of the Society on the 
recommendation of the Executive Council. 

An honorary member is to be elected for the year 1906, as we did 
not elect one then, and also one for the year 1907. A committee has 
had this in charge. I think Professor Wilson is chairman of that 
committee. 

Professor Wilson. Mr. President and Members of the Society: 
According to Article III of the Constitution, the Executive Council 
recommends for election to honorary membership as of the year 1906 
Thomas Erskine Holland, K. 0., D. C. L., LL. D., professor of 
international law and diplomacy in Oxford University; Fellow of 
All Souls College ; Eellow of the British Academy ; Associate of Royal 
Academy of Belgium; honorary professor in the University of Pe- 
rugia ; honorary member of the University of St. Petersburg, and of 
the Juridical Society of Berlin; member of the Institute of Inter- 
national Law; Knight of the Order of the Crown of Italy; Grand 
Commander of the Rising Sun of Japan; member of the Royal 
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Commission on the Supply of Food, etc., in Time of War, etc. ; 
British delegate to the conference for the revision of the Convention 
of Geneva, and author of many books and papers on international 
law. And for honorary membership as of the year 1907, Henri 
Lammasch, IX. D., former professor of criminal law and inter- 
national law at Innsbruck; now professor of international law at 
the University of Vienna; life member of the Upper House of the 
Austrian Parliament; delegate to the Hague Conference of 1899; 
member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration; member of the 
Venezuelan Arbitration Tribunal; president of the Maskat Arbi- 
tration Tribunal; and member of the International Commission on 
Sugars at Brussels. 

The Chairman. Of course, gentlemen, we are limited to one 
honorary member for each year, and of course it is entirely at your 
pleasure whom you will elect. It is the duty of the Executive 
Council to make a nomination to you, but it is your privilege to elect 
whom you choose. What is your wish with reference to the honorary 
members that have been nominated? 

Professor Ion. Let us elect them. 

The Chairman. Shall I put it to a viva voce vote ? 

Mr. Armour. A rising vote. 

[The Chairman put the question on the election of Hon. Thomas 
Erskine Holland and Prof. Henri Lammasch to honorary member- 
ship in the Society, and they were unanimously elected by a rising 
vote.] 

The Chairman. The Secretary announces that in accordance 
with a request that he cast the ballot for the election of the officers 
placed in nomination he has done so and they are declared unani- 
mously elected. 

Is there any further business that any member wishes to speak of t 

Mr. Wheeler. I was requested yesterday by a distinguished 
lawyer from the Pacific slope to present this resolution, which I do 
with great pleasure: 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested tp print in 
pamphlet form the address of the President of the Society at its 
opening session, and to cause the same to be distributed. 
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I think it would be of great use if that clear statement of the law, 
as Mr. Eoot conceives it, might be made more public than it has 
been. 

The Chaibhan. I would like to inform Mr. Wheeler that that 
address will be included in the proceedings, which will be published 
.as soon as possible — immediately, in fact — and it will be dis- 
tributed together with the addresses which have been made at these 
meetings. It is the purpose of the Executive Committee to make of 
these proceedings a separate and distinct volume. 

Mr. Wheexeb. I thought that this might be put in pamphlet 
form. The address was a memorable one, and would be extremely 
useful. 

The Chaibman. It will be in the next number of the Joubnal, 
which will come out next week. Besides, it will be incorporated in 
the proceedings of the annual meeting. 

Mr. Wheelee. Very well. If that is the judgment of the 
Council as to what is the best method of circulating it, certainly we 
acquiesce. I am very glad to have had the opportunity of calling 
especial attention to it. I am sure you will have requirement for a 
great many copies. 

The Chaieman. If there is no further business I will declare 
this session closed. 

[The Society thereupon adjourned.] 

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon of Saturday, April 20, 1907, the 
members of the American Society of International Law were re- 
ceived in the East Room of the White House by the President of 
the United States. 

At 7 o'clock in the evening of Saturday, April 20, 1907, the 
members of the American Society of International Law gathered at 
the New Willard Hotel to attend the annual banquet. The speakers 
on this occasion were : 

Hon. Elihu Root, Secretary of State, toastmaster. 

Hon. James Bryce, British Ambassador. 

Hon. Richard Olney, formerly Secretary of State. 

Hon. Horace Porter. 



